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UNCLE SAM'S SHIPS.

NALTER WELLMAN WRITES ABOUY
THE NEW AND IMPROVED NAVY

Attravtine

Cosls o

Benutifal Models That Are
Goneral Attention —What 0t
Balld and Man & Mofdern War Vessel.
Gons el Armor Plate,

(S il Correspondence. |

Wasinxatos, Jan. 21, — Now thast
there wre romors of war with Chili, |
wonld like to have yon step into the
navy departinent with me and take o
look nt the models of the new ships,
Of these there are seven or eight, staml
ing in their glass cases always sar
rounded by visitors,  BEach is a master.
plece of workmunship, every onea thing
of beanty, No wonder we hear from all
sides such exclomations us “wonderful,”
sgrand,” Cmajestie.”  Bach model is nn
exact duplicate in miniature of the ship
which it represents.  The smallest de-
tail is reproduced, snd everything is in
precise proportion.

The people who come to look at thess
beautiful models gain from them a bet-
ter idea of what n modern oaval vessel
is than they could hy a visit to & man-of-
war itself. Here the entive craft is un-
der inspection at one glanes of the eye:
here all details and proportions are
brought into easy comparison, And it
is a satisfaction to note with what pride
the visitors behold those mininture dupli
cates of our new naval vessels, with
what enthusingm they speak of the new
found ability of Uncle Sam to protect

his subjects and his honor in the utter- |

most quarters of the carth.  These mod-

els kindle the enthusiusm and the patri- |

otism of a people who don’t want to
fight, but by jingo, ete., in a remarkable
munner. 1 was looking at the models
the other day when Secretary Tracy
eame up with a young woman. She
had not seen the models, When her
eyes beheld them she lifted up her gloved
hands and exclaimed, with just a trace
of bitterness in her tone:

“Oh, | wish | were n man—how |
would like to be a man!”

“SWhy? asked SBecrotary Tracy.

*80 | might bea sailor on one of thuse
beautiful, those majestic ships,” was the
reply. 1 wounld rather beu sailor on
the New York than—than"—

“Secretary of the navy, yon were go
ing to say.” interrupted General Tracy
with a smile,

“Yes, or president of the United States
either.” added the enthusiastic young
woman,

“This only goes to show the value of
those models us object lessons.” com-
mented Seeretary Tracy. 1 have been
advised to send the models toall the
large cities of the country for exhibi-
tion. BSenators und congressmen tell me
if 1 would do so u pnblic sentiment
could be creanted which wonld demand
the expenditure of a hundred millions
of dollars a year for the new navy. But
1 have no author ey to send the models
out for such pu.pose; they will, how-
ever, all be exhibited at the World's
fair.”

Visitors to this hall of models see the
very ships on which we depend for the
humbling of the urrogant Chilians, They
learn at a glunce that the old navy is a
thing of the past. The day of wooden
walls and smoothbore guns, fired by
loose powder and using spherical projec-
tiles, is gone forever. The old tire
sailor has disappeared, too, and the ro-
mance of navigation, of jack tars strung
along the yurdarms in peaceful review,
or cutting away the rigging in storin or
battle, belongs to the past. The man-of-
war of the present is a big steel and iron
machine, and the men on board are mna-
chinists rather than sailors, With don-
ble sets of great engines, twin screws,
steam pumps. elevators and hoists, power
tackle, electrie lights and signals, steam
and hydraulic hoists for shot, and hy-
dranlic apparatus for turning turrets and
shifting guns, the mwodern muan-of-war
is simply a series of machines.

The ship itself is n Hoating machine,

the high power gun isa machine, the |
crew is orgunized and disciplined into a |

machine which moves like clockwork,
without much sentiment or display of
bravery until some part of the physical
machine gives wiay: then the man comes
to the front,  In this multiplication and

elaboration of machinery we see what n |

perfect und costly piece of mechanism,
what u trintph of buman skill and in-
genuity the wolern fighting ship has
become. It is said there are in a com-

lete mew ship. like the New Yorlt or

hiladelphia, thirty distinet machines.
Noone fuct could better illustrate the
idea that waur at sea is uow mechanical
rather than bheroie, Itis even thought by
some critics it the development of the
mechanism of tighting has gone too far:
that the offensive machines are too com-
plicated and too linble to derangement
in whole or in part, which will render
them useless,

As 1 looked at the models | was struck
with the fact that shipbnilding ingeuni-
ty has not yet devised protection for the
ship's boats, Evervthing else is pro-
tected, The conl bunkers, containing
when full 500 to B3 tons, are ranged
alongside the boilers and engines, so
that a shot to reach a vital part of the
ship must pass through thick walls of
coal besides the eight totwelve inches of
steel plates, The decks are all enrved
and of steel from two to five inches
thick—thickest where the most protec
tion is nesded.  Along the hall on either
gide runs a broad belt of steel, from ten
to fifteen inches thick, adding addi-
tional protection to the boilers and en-
gines,

These protected cruisers—for, mind,
they are not battleships—are built on
the theory thut wherever a shot can get
through them not much damage would
be done, and where the danwge can be
done the shot can't getin, 'Lne great
guns are protected by enormons turrets
in the Monterey and Minntonomah, and
by heavy barbettes or hoods of armor in
the other ships, The magazine is nway
down in the hold of the ship. so far be-
low the water line thut a shot could
scarcely reach it, and the wall through
which the oblong projectiles and powder
bugs—~with powder like lump rugur -

wre hotsted to the brooch of the gun s
armor protectod

There s protection in the speod alse.
Ten veirs ago u spesd of twolve knots
wis coddersd very fast. Now  w.
build for ninsteen or twenty amd get §
fi oo spart, with ability to maintain sis
teen or seventoen knots hours ut a time
In the Balthmore, San Franciseo and
Philwdolphin wo hnve thres of the st
est ermisers afloat,  Spead fx | dection
becanse the nnarmored naval vessel i«
expected to be fest enongh to run away
from the enemy which she dare not
fight. The battle ships, thick with ar-
mor, terrible in their offensive power,
are not built for speed, being expectl
to cope with anything that comes along
Such are the Misntonomah and Monte-
rey. the former just put into commis
sion st New York and the |atter now
rendy to receive her groat guns, whose
trunsportation by ratl wcross the conti
nent recently attracted much attention,
These Hghting ships are only one-hall ns
speedy ms the armorsd emisers

There is safety in the twin screws, for
they enable the vessel to be manenverd
|80 much more easily.  Even the com-
manding officer is protected, No Far
|nmul in the rigging, trnmpet in hand,
!uhuuling throngh the darkness, *D-—n
the torpedoes—go aliead!” in modern
| naval warfare By looking carvefully at
the models vou will see *“the bridge,”
which is the elevated platform well for-
ward on which the captain stands to
| give his orders by word of month or by
wanipnlation of the many signal levers
by his hiand,  Underncath is a sort of
blockhonse with walls of solid metal
fiftesn to twenty inches thick, and ron.
ning horizontally around it asmall open-
ing much like a erack. Itis into this
steel wall, ealled the “conning tower,
Cthat the commuanding oflicer goes in un
engaugement.  Here are more levers and
signals, and here, almost ns safe us if in
his favorite nook in the army sand navy
| elubhouse in Washington, he muy look
through the crack, see what is going on
and give his orders accordingly.

Everything appears to be protected, |
gay, except the hoats. There are many of
them —yawls, pinnaces, lifeboats, gigs.
even steam launches—but all are hung
nbove the deck. fair marks for the
eneiny's big guns and hig innomerable
rapid fire Hotchkisses and Gatlings.

“Would nat these bosts be shot to
| pieces in n severe engagement?” | nsked
o naval expert.

“Ueortainly: we expect that, But there
is no way of protecting them.™

“Then, how conld yon escape in cise of
disaster to the ship?”

“Weconldn't. We'd have to go down
with the ship.”

So it appears modern ingennity has
protected evervthing but the human
part of the machine, which, after all, is
the cheapest purt of it.

Do these great fighting machines cost
much money? For an answer look at n
fow Hgures: The San Francisco, now on
her way to Chilinn waters, cost a little
more than 2,000,000 —construction, arm-
(ament and equipment. She is the most
costly of our new vessels now in com-
mission. The Philadelphia, Baltimore
and Newark each cost abont £1,800,000,

complete. Tha Atlanta and Boston cost
£1,000,000 apiece and the Yorktown
700,000, These are very small figures

compared to the cost of some of the
ships which we are now building. The
most costly vessel now on the stocks in
this country is the Oregon, which is to
be a monster floating fortress of 10,200
tong, with 2,700 tons of armor plate pro-
tecting her hull, and to cost, complete,
the enormons sum of §5,000 805, Her
two sister ships, of the same size, arma-
ment and armor thounghoat, will each
cost about $170,000 less, owing to s dif-
ference in the contracts,

The hnll of the mighty Oregon is to

cost more than £2,500,000, her en-
gines  will take f795,000 more, the
avmwr for her hull 600,000, the ar-

mor for protection of her guns $900,-
000, her guns £7%45,000 and her equip-
ment  $101,000,  These figures
' that building these mammoth modern
men-of-war is a luxury which only the
| richest of nations can afford to indulge
(in on a large scale. Becretary Tracy
tells me the United States now has under
way warships which will cost o com-
| plete, arwm and equip $35.000,000,  Great
{ fleots come high, but the United States
{ must have them,
It is gratilying to know that we e
{ building all of onr new ships at howme,
{ The plans of all but three or four wers
| made in this conutry too, Another in-
spiring fuct is that the United States is
| MOW turning ont armor faster than the
| factories of Euarope could do it, and that
(it is the best armor in the world—a
metal which nots ns nsort of snowhank,
cand takes the projectiles huarled ac it
| with Titanlike force and smothers them
| without erncking or serions tnry to it
sell,  Moreover, we are making all onr
own high power gnos, and are making
| better guns than the Eoglish, who have
| been longer in the bhusiness, and as good
guns as Krupp or the French can muke,
whio had beaten the world till we started
up our factories,

It costs money to man a big ship after
it is ready Tor sea.  The first eluss ships
like the Chiongo, Baltimore and Phila-
delphia carry about 30 officers, 300 en

| isted men and w marine corps of from

40 to 00 men and officers,  The officers
| of w first ¢lass ship of the line are the

following: Captain, lientenant  com-

mander, 4 leutenants, 1 junior lieuten-
"ant, 2 ensigns, ¥ naval cadets, medical
|inspector,  surgeon, assistant sargeon,
| paymaster, chivl sngineer, assistant en-
| gineer, chaplain, captain of the marines,

gunner and carpenter. The expense of
{ maintaining a first class modern crutser,
| pay of officers and men, coal, repairs and
| general supplies is estinated at §1,300
| per day.

This is in time of peace, If fighting is
to be done the expense will of conrse be
vastly ierensed,  Ropairs may ran into
the hnndreds of thowsands of dollbies
nfier an engangement, while the cost of
firing one boowdside from o ship like the
Chicago, 800 pounds of metal at one dis-
cld g from fonr guns, is about N,
It v wasy to see that a day's lighting
with a Heet of such eruisers would make
u big hole in the pocket of even as richa
g nate of the earth as our Uncle Sam.

Walirk WELLMAN,

show |

| FLYING MUSTANGS.

lCHF- NG WD PAAIRIE HORSES 1N
| CIDWINTER,

fhat Make Noble Game
Hlow the Stubhors Cren:
The

| Milundy
’ for 10t
tures Ve Corviniled and Broken

| Wil White Morse,

il Coreespondence. |
Amurse, Koan,, Jan, 2110t is when
; the wild horse wanders far enongh from

the Mexican border to be within reach
! that the keenest pleasure comes to the
ranchmen. The news that s herd of
mustangs i% in the neighborhood never

| fails to aronse an overwhelming enthuo. |

singm, and hunting parties aré organizeld
Bt vnee

It i% in winter time that these herds
eome  wandering  northward,  thongh
they seldom reach so high o latitade as
to meet sovere storms, and it is in win
ter time that the ranchmen havo the
Yime to spend in capturing them, North.
srn Texos and the western part of the
Indinn Teveitory see the croatures fre.
quently.

The hunters, or “mustungors,” ns they
are ealled, when they hear of the ap
pwoch of w0 herd of wild horses, make
their start withshe intention of remain:

{ing away for days snd v eeks if neces

pary.  Their work also inclules the
building of a corral in some  loeality
near where the herd s discovered.

Taking a provision wagon and tents the
hanting party divides the day into three
swatvhes' of eight hours ench.  One
party sleeps, one drives the wagon and
one “wilks" the mustangs, taking turns
in the different tasks,

Crawling slowly over the praivie the
hunters loeate the herds in companies of
from twenty-five to one hnodred under-
sized but sturdy animals. The ponies
once discovered, the hunters prepare for
action.  The first man leaves the wagon
and takes the trail on foot. He makes
no attempt wt overtaking the wild

| sqquines, but steadily and patiently wilks
after them for eight hours, when he is
reliovidl,  All the time the
keeps the horses on the move and as
much ns possible away from  water
conrses.  Inthe scantily watered rogions
this 1s not diftionlt.

The theory of the hunt is to keep the
ponies going night and day withont
food or water nntil they are exhausted
So far as possible they are directed in a
cirele abont the corral, which 8 in
tended for the final goal,

At the start the gay and festive mus-
tang kicks up his joyous heels and
tosses shaggy mane and tail in contempt

for the glow and plodding pursuer. The |

solitary hunter walks on and on, and at
last the horses realize that the steadily
marching plodder is not to be shaken
off and become less and less frisky.
Then they settle to o walk and soon ar
ulso plodding along over the prairie,

When the fivst “watch” is finished the
wagon drives up and another of the
hunters begins his tramp, At its close
number three starts in, and so the day
and night wears away. Another day
and night repeat the programme and the
chase continues withont intermission or
rest until, without having food or water
since the hant began, except for the

| snatches seized as they walk, the starved
| and weary mustangs totter along al-
most as tame as house dogs. When
| their gay and frivolons nature has been
supped their drooping heads are turned
towaurd the corral, Soon, as unresisting
as sheep, they are driven in. With a
light covering of snow the task is most
| quickly aceomplished, as starvation’s
| pangs come more quickly.

Another method i3 to run a wild horse
down, but only an Indian ecan do this, us
it requires the ability to run a hundred
miles or more withont rest or refresh
ment, This no white “mustanger” ean
do. The Indian rides toward a herd,
“cuts out” or selects his choice nud
chases it up hill and down, over hill and
stream, among rocks or underbrush as
relentless as fate.  When his own horse
is tired out he pickets him and takes the
chase on foot, He carries no weapons

| and wears the lightest possible clothing.
| When the wrild horse is wearied out it is
taken prisoner easily, having been worst
ed in a trial of mere brute strength
This method, too, is only practicable in
winter, with snow on the ground, in or-
der that the trail may be easily followed
il the horse wots ont of ‘-i;.{]lt.
the animal will be ran down in the first
seventy-five wmiles, but 150 miles is supe
to exhanst his strength,

There is still another plan which asin-
gle hunter ecan follow. It is called
Serensing,” and can succeed only when
a crack shot pursues it.  Selecting a fa
vorite watering place of the herd the
Smustanger’” puts himself in ambuosh,
with rifle ready, awaiting the coming of
the horses, At length the trampling of
impatient hoofs is heard, and following
the lead of a stalwart brute the muns-
tangs gather about the refreshing pool to
quench their thivst,

Now is the huuter'sgehance, and mak
ing a selection of some finely propo
tioned animal the rvitle comes 1o the
shoulder, and taking careful aim at the
curved necks that bond over the wate
course “bhang” goes the weapon and the
pony is sprawling and kicking in the
mid, while its companions go skurrying
away as on wings of wind across the
plain,

“Ureasing”  consists in striking ae-
curately and exactly the spinal column
of the horse, and requires not only an
exact knowledge of anatomy but un.
erving skill with the ritle, If the bullet
strikes too low the spine is broken and
the pony is killed; if too high, only the
skin s ent and the horse goes fAying
away much frightened but little hurt,
If pluced uright the shot stuns the animal
for o moment—long enough for the
hunter to run forwurd and buckle a pair
of hobbles on its forelegs and noose o
lariat on its neck, Boon consciousness
returns, but the mustanger is master of
the situation and has added anothes
horse to his possessions, The wounl
seldom proves injurious afterward.

Once captured and in the corral the

SATURDAY,

|
wilid borse's tronbles have only begun.

follower |

Usually |

JANUARY 23,

The short winter days will see many
eruel experience before the antmnls cap
tured nre Chroken™ and resndy for sadidle
or hnrness,  Golng into the corrl the
| horsenien deftly throw their Lissoes v
the horsos” heads, one at s @me, and 1
& moment the noose comes st nnd thi
choked animal is on his side. Without
ado a henvy brkdle, with eruel Spon
bit, 1 foreed on the hall unconscions
stecd, and then o Mexican saddle, with
high pommel and bk and  donble
Dannneds, i el justad,

When the noose i loosened the vietim
i nearly erneed with fear of the strange
trappings with which W s accoutered. |
At the end of the long larint the horse |
civeles, bucking, leaping, rolling  wml |

the quecr biarden. Shonld the horse halt,
# henvy Csnanke whip,” mude of leathor
L andd hnndd led by the mastangers with the
| skill of an artist, ents the tender skin

lenving gront vidges and sending  the |

wuboal onward

| A conple of hours or loss s sufficient to
vompletely weary the horse, which is
fnow inoa lather of sweat, and st this

proaches and swings himsell into the
sl les Agon the kicking commences,
fand 10is only wn expert rider who ean
kevp his sont Sometimes the frightened
ereatire rears so high on its hind legs
as 1o (all backwand, and then the rider
| must be guick not to be caught beneath,
| The long bit now comes into play, and
the horse Ffeels for the first thme the in
fluence which is to guide its  stops
| throngh life, SBoon the intrepid rider
| throws off the lariat and the perspiving
Lmustang  goes  Jumping  amd kicking
| AWRY
sisting of putting the feet together and
bumping the back suddenly < becomes
so wovers as 1o throw the rider, but not
Loftem. Long, sharp spurs urge on the
| beast und the bit is nsed anmercifully.
[ often entting the mouth until wsensitive
onlooker ix shocked
[ The “breakers,” however, assure one
[ that it is the only wuy to suceesd, and
| as ot the end of an afternoon’s struggle
{they have so tamed n wild antmal that
any man can ride it, or it can be har-
nessed bestde a broken horse and driven,
| results speak for themselves, The sec-
ond hitching ap is almost but not quite
asmuch of w task ns the first, and it is
woeks before the newly broken horse cian
Ube handled easily. A mustang is never
trustworthy, bot i always hardy and
floet, hence the antmals bring a fair
prico—thirty to seventy-five dollars—in
the markets as riding ponies or driving
horses for hiveries, ote,
Ciantes Moreau HanrakR,

Barnum's Birthplace,
|Speseind Correspondence. |

Berien, Conn., Jan. 21.—Bethel, in
common with Dunbury, of which it is
really a suburb, has long been noted for
its hatting industries. But Bethel has
another claim to distinetion, In this
quiet village the great American show-
[ man first saw the light of day. The
| honse where he was born stands on the
stioot  leading east from the central
square, on & high bank above the roud,
on the north side. It is a neat wonden
house, und sports u white coat of paint
and green blinds,  Directly in front of
the house, in the middle of the street, is
an immense ehn tree, which has stood
there since a time long antedating the
memory of the oldest inhabitant, It is
a grand ol Y tres, and is apparently still
good for fifty years of life.

Though P. T. Barnnm made Bridge.
port his home and established the winter
quarters of his show there, he always
| kept a warm spotin his heart for Bethel,

He had o handsome fountain mude to his
| order in Europe, and set it up at his own
expense in the publie synare of the town

| Many of the old tiwmers recall his eurly |

| life us  storekeeper and  editor.  The

most exciting incident was his imprison:

ment for sixty days in the county jnil

for printing uncomplimentary notices of
| the town officers, and otherwise freely
Lexpressing his mind, in his sheet bearing
[ the sonnding title of Herald of Freedom,
| The prople admired his stand, and when
| he was released in Danbury they drew
Uhim in o conch through the streets in
i trinmph,  What advertising possibilities
| this incident would have had for the
| “genial showman” had it hbappened at a
later period in s growth!  No one ever
hivdl i keener perception of the wmoney
vilne of publicity or was more skillful
in catering to the enriosity of wmankind.

Memories of James Lick,
San Fraxoisco, Jan 18, —No
man ever bved and, dying, left his mil

| Homs for the pubilic good whose beguests

were in such bewildernng contradiction
of his whole ltfe us were those of Janes

Lick

U all thrangh his long e in educational af
| fairs or the progress of science,  But s
L great bequest for the founding and en
dowiment of the Lick observatory wau
one of the most mugniticent contribu
tions to the weapons of science that this
century has seen

Mr. Lick probably had no idea how im-
portant & thing he was doing.  What he
wanted was to have the biggest tele
scope in the world s 8 monument to his
grave.  That his feoling about 1t was es-
sentinlly theatrieal i proven by the fact
that e wanted to have s actunl bones
“n_l directly baneath that lrll'hl'lllm. .‘lnl
they do.  The muchinery by which the
great tube is turned rests upon the
marble monoment which covers the ol
man's dust, Some of his friends think
that Lick had w vague idea that he
wittited  the waronomers to find oat by
means of s big It']-'wnpu whethér or
uot the moon is inhabited.  Buat | can't
believe thut he cared the snap of his tiy
goer wbout the moon,

Hix tirst intentom was to leave o In
guest for the il g of & high mony
ment, bggor and higher thun any othe:
monmmen! o the world, over his grave
But one of his friends, a man with some
interest in astronomy, persunded him

| that an observatory with the biggest tel

escope in it that had ever beon made

would be a greater and wmore enduriog

monuwent to his name than & mere pile
' of brick and marble, F.

Kicking in the vain effort to rid el of |

stage in the gane one of the men ap- |

Sometimes  the Inlrkiuu—mlt-'

He never showed the slightest interest |

1892 7
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GEORGE ELIOT'S WORKS

COMPLETE

In 8ix Handsome I2mo. Volumes.

FINE CLOTH BINDING.

‘ COLORED INR STAMPING FROM ORIGINAL

MW DESIGNS. LARGE TYPE,
A REALLY FINE EDITION WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL.
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George Eliot Is proeminently the woman writer of the age. Gifted with a mind
almost masculine In its vigor and power, yet retaining the womanliness which, added to
her literary strength, has made her works worthy the highest place accorded to her sex
in the world of letters.

“Middlemarch,” “The Mill on the Floss," * Felix MHolt,” *Daniel Deronda,”
“ Romola,” and * Clerical Life * are household words among the educated of the land,
and steadily and surely are becoming better and better known even in the cottage of the
Jaborer. @ These works are now placed before the public in most attractive form and ous
special offer places them within the reach of all

This set and The Courier 1 year $3.25

HAVE

ONLY A FEW

of the celebrated

RED CROSS BASE BURNERS

AND

AMERICAN ROUND OAK,

which we are closing out

— AT COST!

prior to removal. Now's your chance to buy a heater at fac-
tory price. There are no better stoves made. Call and see
—prices will tell.

P. S. WHITE,

Successor to KRUSE & WHITE.
! 1210 O STREET.
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G.A. RAYMER &CO.

- COAL

| CANON,

DUQUOIN, 10W
| ROCK SPRINGS, ACKSON, COLO
PERFECTI'ION, IHICKORY RLOCK, NEWCA

| BEST GRADE OF HARD COAL.
: Telephone 390. Office 1134 O Street,

rich |

Nebraska's Leading Hotel,

~THE MURRAY

D,

STRICTLY FIRST-CLASS

All Modern lmprovements and
Convenlences,

I
|
\

B, BILLOWAY, Pro~rietor,
IRA HIGBY, Principal Cler

HEN YOU WANT FINE JOB PRINTING

See the WESSEL PRINTING CO.




